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ADA Australia launches mental health legal directory 

Aged and Disability Advocacy (ADA) Australia has partnered with Queensland Advocacy Incorporated 
to launch MHLaw Qld, an online directory developed to increase understanding of mental health 
within the legal sector. 

Funded by the Queensland Government Department of Justice and Attorney-General, MHLaw Qld 
provides practical tools for legal and mental health professionals, as well as people living with a 
mental health condition and their supporters. 

ADA Australia CEO Geoff Rowe said the directory addresses Queensland’s gap in easily accessible 
legal information for lawyers, mental health professionals and consumers, and clinical and sector 
information for lawyers, people with a mental health condition and others advocating on behalf of 
those with mental health issues.  

“Through our consultation with mental health and legal professionals, it was clear people living with 
a mental health condition will often go to their trusted health professional for support and advice 
when legal issues arise,” Mr Rowe said.  

“Health professionals may not have the appropriate legal background, and likewise legal 
professionals may not have the mental health clinical background. MHLaw Qld bridges this 
knowledge gap.” 

One area of MHLAW focuses on guardianship and decisions made by attorneys. ADA Law Principal 
Solicitor, Karen Williams said matters relating to guardianship and administration can be quite 
complex but upholding a person’s rights, especially hearing their views and preferences needs to be 
the focus throughout the process. 

“MHLaw Qld clearly outlines the rights of the person, and the general principles that guardians and 
administrators must apply when making decisions for an adult. It also empowers consumers and 
their supporters with information on what they might do in their situation”” 

The range of resources available through MHLaw Qld have been informed by surveys of Independent 
Patient Rights Advisors and Social Workers to ensure the directory addresses issues relevant to those 
professionally and personally impacted by mental health.  

MHLaw can be used to:  

• find local legal and community support services 

• understand ‘Capacity’ as well as how to discharge responsibilities as a decisionmaker  

• get answers to frequently asked questions by lawyers, mental health professionals, people 
experiencing mental health issues and their supporters 

• navigate issues and processes under the Mental Health Act 2016. 

To access MHLaw Qld please visit www.mhlawqld.com.au 

- ENDS -  

http://www.mhlawqld.com.au/


Media contact: Geoff Rowe E: geoff.rowe@adaaustralia.com.au P: 0474 774 273 

About ADA Australia  

Aged and Disability Advocacy Australia (ADA Australia) is a not-for-profit, independent, community-
based advocacy and education service with more than 25 years’ experience in supporting and 
improving the wellbeing of older people and people with disability. Its advocacy services are free, 
confidential and client-focused.  ADA Australia also offers a range of education and training to 
inform participants of their rights and responsibilities within the aged and community care sectors. It 
also offers training for service staff on a range of issues, including Guardianship and Older Persons 
Mental Health.  
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