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Advocates in Central Queensland to help people with disability talk about 
their dealings with police, courts and prisons 

Advocacy service ADA Australia is calling for people with a cognitive disability, and their families and 
carers, in Central Queensland, to come forward to share their experiences of the criminal justice 
system with the Disability Royal Commission (DRC). 

A Public hearing into justice will be held in Brisbane on the 16th to the 25th of February, to investigate 
the forms of violence, abuse, neglect and exploitation that people with disability, particularly people 
with a cognitive impairment, may experience in the criminal justice system, such as interactions with 
police, courts or prisons. 

ADA Australia CEO, Geoff Rowe, said that the Disability Royal Commission is a good start to bringing 
about change and it’s important that people with disability come forward to talk about what’s 
happened to them. 

“People with disability are overrepresented throughout the criminal justice system, particularly 
young people and First Nations people with disability, and we know that these are settings where 
they often experience violence, abuse, neglect and exploitation.” 

“Making sure the Royal Commission has a complete picture about the experiences and treatment of 
people with disability in the criminal justice system, including how they got there, provides more 
opportunity to make meaningful change.  We need a system which is fair, safe and provides 
opportunity for intervention and support for people with disability. Disability should not be 
criminalised,” Mr Rowe said. 

ADA Australia is a not-for-profit organisation, funded by Government to provide free and 
independent support to help people tell their stories of discrimination and abuse to the Royal 
Commission.  

Appearing at a public hearing is only one way to participate in the Royal Commission. There are 
many ways people can contribute their information and ADA Australia is available to discuss all the 
options available to suit individual circumstances.  

You can tell your story in writing, over the phone or in a video recording, and our advocates will 
connect you to free counselling and legal help if you need that additional support. 

“I encourage people with disability who have been treated badly and are ready to be heard to talk to 
us in confidence about the issues you and your family have faced,” said Mr Rowe. 

Call ADA Australia on 1800 818 338 or visit the website at www.adaaustralia.com.au.  
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About ADA Australia  

Aged and Disability Advocacy Australia (ADA Australia) is a not-for-profit, independent, community-
based advocacy and education service with 30 years’ experience in supporting and improving the 
wellbeing of older people and people with disability. Its advocacy services are free, confidential and 
client focused.  ADA Australia also offers a range of education and training to inform participants of 
their rights and responsibilities within the aged care sector, and training in understanding decision-
making including guardianship and administration. 
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