
 

 

                                
 
 
 

 
Event Details: 
 
Date: Thursday 11 August 2016  
 
Griffith University Southbank Campus 

Keynote Speakers 

 

Professor Timothy Stainton (University of British Columbia, Canada) 
Tim Stainton is Professor at the School of Social Work and Director of the Centre for Inclusion 
and Citizenship, University of British Columbia. He holds a PhD from the London School of 
Economics on disability rights and social policy. He has consulted internationally and 
published widely on individualised funding, rights based social service structures, supported 
decision making, disability rights, history, ethics and theory. He is active in the disability 
rights movement and is a board member of the Canadian Association for Community and 
Chair of the CACL Values and Ethics Task Force. He lives in Tsawwassen British Columbia and 
has four children, one of whom has an intellectual disability. 
 
 

Professor Christine Bigby (La Trobe University)  
Professor Christine Bigby is the Director of the Living with Disability Research Centre at La 
Trobe University in Melbourne. She is a leading researcher in the field of intellectual disability. 
Her applied social research has contributed understanding about policy, programs and 
practices that are effective in improving the social inclusion of people with disability. She is 
currently leading two national studies funded by the ARC. The first is investigating ways to 
embed Person Centred Active Support into every day staff practice in supported 
accommodation services. The second is a four year study trailing evidence based resources 
aimed to increase the capacity of decision making supporters of people with cognitive 
disability. She has published over 100 peer reviewed papers and is a visiting Professor of 
Disability Research at Halmstad University in Sweden, and the Tizard Centre at the University 

of Kent. She is the founding editor of Research and Practice in Intellectual and Developmental 
Disability which is published by ASID and Taylor and Francis. 

 
 

Dr Shih-Ning Then (QUT) 
Dr Shih-Ning Then is a Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of Law, Queensland University of 
Technology. She has degrees in Biomedical Science and Law from the University of 
Queensland, a Masters of Law (with distinction) from the University of Edinburgh and a 
Doctor of Philosophy from the University of Sydney. She is a member of the Australian 
Centre for Health Law Research and teaches and researches in the areas of guardianship 
and health law and bioethics. She has authored articles, book chapters and a text during 
the last 10 years. She has been invited to speak at conferences; acted as a consultant to a 
law reform agency and is currently a Chief Investigator on an Australian Research Council 
funded project on support in decision-making. 
 



 

 

 

Professor Lesley Chenoweth (Griffith University) 
Professor Lesley Chenoweth AO, BSocWk, MSocWk, PhD is ProVice Chancellor 
and Head of Logan Campus at Griffith University and a Foundation Fellow of 
the Australian College of Social Work. She has many years experience as a 
social work and human service practitioner, academic and activist chiefly in 
the disability area. Her current role sees her working on building aspiration and 
widening participation in higher education in the Logan community which is 
one of Australia's most diverse but also disadvantaged areas. Lesley was made 
an Officer of the Order of Australia in 2015 for her work in higher education 
and social work, and as a leading supporter of people living with disability. She 
was also named as one Australian Financial Review's 2015 100 Women of 

Influence and winner of the Local/Regional category.  


